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BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

PRINCIPAL BENCH NEW DELHI
IN i
Orlgmal Apphcatlon No. 107 1/2024

aeN THE MATTER OF

News item titled as "Neelkurihji becomes ‘a: threatened species, officially”

. appearing in the Hindu dat'ed' 10.08.2024 before NGT (PB), New Delhi.

ADDITIONAL COUNTER AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF - OF - THE

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT 'FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

(RESPONDENT NO. 3) AN]) THE BOTANICAL SURVEY OF INDIA

’(RESPONDENT NO. 1)

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH

I, Chlranjrb Mrldha, son of Krlshnapada Mridha, aged about 43 years,
currently workmg as Under Secretary in the Mmlstry of Environment, Forest &

-Climate- Change (heremafter referred to as MoEF CC) do hereby solemnly affirm -

and state on oath as follows: ) : ' : . i

1k ’Tha't the present Additional Counter Affidavit is being ﬁled in
compliance with the directions of this ‘Hon’bIe‘Tribunal passed on the last

- date of hearmg, whereby thls Respondent was directed to file an add1t10nal

affidavit detaﬂmg the scientific process and methodology proposed to be_ 11 4

undertaken for conductmg a survey of Neelakurunji (Strobﬂanthes

 kunthiana). It was also directed that communication received from Tamil

du B10d1vers1ty Board and Kerala State Blodlver31ty Board along with
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2. That in obedience to this Hon’ble Tribunal’s directions, it is
' submitted that after the registration of this sou moté matter, the rGSpondént |
no. 3 sought inputs from the National Biodiversity Authoﬁty regarding the

potential - declaration of Neelakurinji (Strobilaﬁthes_ kunthiana) as a -

threatened species under the Biological Diversity Act, 200.2.7 The NBA al.s'o.

. sought clarification from the Kerala and Tamil Nadu State Biodiversity
~ Boards. NBA forwarded the letters of the State Biodiversity Boards, wherein

the Kerala State ‘Biodiversity Board (KSBB) confirmed that no formal

proposal has been submitted to the Mlmstry for the declaration, though
ongomg conservation efforts are in place. The Tam1l Nadu - State

. B1od1versaty Board (TNSBB) noted that Neelakurinji is already protected

under Schedule IIT of the Wildlife (Protectlon) Act, 2022, and no further

‘notification is required. Based on the inputs from both State Biodiversity
Boards, itr'appears' there is currently no formal proposal to the Ministry
regarding the declaration of Neelakurinji as a threaténed épecies under the
Biological Divérsity Act, 2002. The letters from both Kerala and Tamil

Nadu State Biodiversity Boards are annexed as Annexure 1 & 2

\v

respectively.

2. That in compliance with the aforesaid-directions, this Respondent
* Ministry sought expert inputs from the Botanical Survey of India (BSI) i.e
Respondent No. 2, a premier scientific organization under this Ministry,

mandated to undertake floristic surveys, taxonomic research and assessment

of plant diversity in the country.
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< T D Su3ana KA, Smentrst E Botamcal Survey --Principal

_B- . [Dr. Basil Paul, Senior Preservationi Assistant, Co-Investigator

E accordance with the IUCN Red LlSt Categorles and Cnterla The said plan :

s proposed to be adopted in.foto Wrthout any abrrdgement or d11ut1on

. 4. That the survey on the re 'asses'sment and re validation on the threat status -
of (Strobﬂanthes kunthlana) Wlll be conducted by a team of i 1nvest1gators

y -the team w111 be constltuted of the followmg members -

SNo | - . Partlculars EEhA Designation =

Il Dr S S Hameed Scientist F & Head of Ofﬁce - Co-ordinator -
. |Botanical Survey of India, Southern Regional 4

Fok Centre Counbatore

of India, Southern Regional C_entre, Coimbatore, In\}estigator (PD)

Botamcal Survey of India,. Southern Reg,lonalI " (Co-PI) -

- Centre Counbatore

A _That the plan of action. submitted by BSI ‘includes, inter alia, the
rationale of the ‘study, study area and stratified sampling design across the
Western. Ghats docurnentation of historical and current distributionusing
herbarium records and GPS—based field surveys ‘quantitative population

assessment through standardlzed transects and quadrats detailed taxonomlc '

i venﬁcatlon mcludmg comparatrve morphology and mlcromorphology, grld- 1

based spat1al mapplng for computation of Extent of Occurrence, (EOO) and 'l

Area of Occupancy (AQO), threat assessment under IUCN cr1ter1a and
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Strobilanthes kunthiana (Nees) -T..AAnderson' ex Benth., popularly P
. known as'Neelakurinji, serves as.a flagship species'for the Shola -
grasslands of the Western Ghats, a UNESCO World Heritage 'Site-and '
global biediversity “hotspot. Despite its eeolo'gical.- aﬂd symbolic
ei gnificance, the species was only officially evaluated on a glo‘bal sca_le.
in 2024, resulting in a Vlnerable listing on the TUCN Red List of
Threatened Species. Its unique 12-year mass-flowering cycle——while a
biologieal marvel—poses significant chéllenges' for populafion
monitoring and environmental a_ssessment, ‘often delaying critieal
conservation iﬁterventions; The survivai of Neelakurinji is currently-
jeopérdized by the systematic fragmeﬁtation of the mdn_tane grasslands.
Habitat loes driven by the expansion of tea and softwood. plantetioﬁs,‘
rapid urbanization, and infrastructure develepment is exacerbated by
unre‘gulated' tourism‘ during blooming years. Furthefniore, the
encroachment = of  invasive  non-native spe'cies such
as Eucalyptus and Black Wattle, has severely degraded its native range '

by outcompetlng the taxon for space and resources.

Conservation efforts are further complicated By taxonomic ambiguity
within the Strobilanthes genus; similaf mass-bloeming patterns among
related species often lead to misidentification, skewing population data.
Herewith BSI has proposed for a comprehensive re-evaluation of S.
kunthiana, suppofted by rigqrous taxonomic, distributional, and
population studies. Bj/ refining our understanding of this taxon, they
are aiming to validate previous assesements and catalyze broader

protection for the fragile ecosystems of the Western Ghats. -

natural habltat of Strobilanthes kunthiana (Neelakurmjl) is

Cdnfgned to the high-altitude shola—grassland ecosystems of



. the Western' Ghats; typically ranging from 1,300 to 2,400 meters, Its
distribution spans ;ser/_era1' "sky-island“' massifs . ‘including the
'Anarnaia?EravikuIam—High Ranges Nﬂglﬂ Palam and . Baha -
Budanglrl—-Kudremukh ‘with smaller outllers 1n the Shevaroy and

.~ Sandur h11_ls. To assess these populatrons effectlvely,. a stratified

- sar'npling approach will be employed, utilizing rnountain ranges as

: prlmary strata Secondary strata w111 be defined by elevation bands
(1,300-1, 600 m, 1 600—1 900 m, and 1,900-2,200 m) and land-use
types, such as . intact grasslands, shola—grassland edges and areas
fragmented by plantatlons By synthe3121ng historical localities from
herbanum records and- llterature core grassland patches w1ll be

' identified and clustered. Wlthln these .clusters, representatlve sites w111 :
be selected_ via random or systematic sampling along accessib_le ridges
.and plateaus to ensure data integrity and axroid the bias a_ssociated with

high-traffic tourist locations.

I]I.'Do.cumentation' of Distribution:- ‘ :

Species distribution - will be documented by synthesizing
georeferenced data from herbarium records, peer—reviewed literature,
and regional distribution notes across' Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and

: _Kamataka -including'the isolated Eastern Ghats The study team will
conduct field assessments at hlstorlcal sites W1th1n four key landscapes
i Anamalal—EraVIkulam—ngh Ranges N11g1r1 and Palani -Hills;

~ Baba Budangiri, Kudremukh, and the B111g1r1 Ranganathaswarny

Temple (BRT) hills and Agasthyamala and outlrer Eastern Ghats

\rhanges such as the Shevaroy Hills (Yercaud) Current occurrence,

'\ habitat health, and population extent will be mapped along altitudinal
; / t)'ransects (1,300-2, 400 m) using GPS and hIgh-resolutron base maps 4

Dunng non—bloom years, identification w1ll rely on vegetatlve
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'~ characteristics and local ecological knowledge. A-ll records will be

standardized by coordinates altitude date and source feliabil'ity, with

uncertain data ﬂagged for subsequent verlﬁcatlon to ensure a robust |

updated assessment.

IV. Quantlficatlon of the Specles'

At each selected site, to assess the population, 1,000 m x 10 m belt'
transects will be laid along slopes or ridges, spanning the gradient from
intact grasslands to plantations or deg‘raded' edges. Within each-
| transect, 5 m X 5 m quadrats will be established at 50 m intervals to

systemat1cally record the presence of S kunthtana its density, and

percentage cover. Furthermore, the assessment will document

associated vegetation and evaluate environmental pressures,

specifically tracking signs_ of fire, trampling, and the encroachment of

invasive species, with all field data tabulated for subsequent analysis.

V. Identification tools including Micro Morphology:-

To ensUr\e precise species identification, the proposed study will be

conducted in two phases focusing on taxonomic verification and

comparative analysis:

Taxonomic Verification and Characterization: The research team will
begin by reviewing original descriptions and -regional revisions

of Strobilanthes to confirm the accepted nomenclature, basionym, and

diagnostic traits of S. kunthiana. A comprehensive suite of

morphological features will be extracted—including habit, leaf

. venation spike structure, and detailed floral anatomy (calyx lobing,

16



at ma]or herbarla 1nclud1ng CAL (Kolkata) MH (Cmmbatore) KFRI
and Kew (K)

| _Comparattve Analyszs and Mzcromorpholog Key dlagnostlc 4
characters will be recorded on standard1zed scorecards complemented :
. by scaled photography of critical structures To resolve potential- '

m151dent1ﬁcat10ns 5 kunthzana w1ll be compared agamst sympatnc or .|

: ’.hlstoncally confused "kurinji" spe01es using pubhshed comparatwe i

.tables and detailed floral d1ssect10ns In cases where gross morphology
overlaps with allied taxa, the team will employ advanced techmques :
such as Scannmg Electron Mlcroscopy (SEM) for pollen and seed coat
_nucromorphology, as well as anatom1cal sectlonmg, to . prov1de |

: deﬁmtlve taxonormc clanty

VL Dlstrlbutlon in 2 grld -

- To establish a robust spat1al framework for the assessment the study
: erl utilize the followmg Grid-Based D1str1but1on Mappmg protocol
_ Spatlal Documentatmn and Repltcatton GPS coordmates will be :
\ Gk recorded for every transect and quadrat_ to ensure - prec1se .geo- -
.' .referencing'. To capture ecological variability within each mountain
block, the-team will conduct 3-5 replicate transects per elevation and
land-use stratum. These field data Will be integrated 'vvith high— ol
resolution satellite -i'magery to accurately map habitat extent and
; quantlfy the degree of fragmentanon across the landscape.
Mappmg and IUCN Metrics: All sampled sites will be overlald onto
i existing occurrence maps to verify comprehenswe coverage across
-Ima_l or blocks and elevatlon bands; any unsurveyed clusters of suitable |

'habltat will be ﬂagged for future investigation. This consolidated po1nt -

- Iayer will serve as the pnmary dataset for calculating the Extent of

Occurrence (EOO) and Area of Occupancy (AOO). These .calculauons ;




,..—-...‘m

g

will strictly adhere to the IUCN.ZXZ km grid appr_each; ensufing that- '

the sampling spans the species" full natnral range for an accurate status - -

re-evaluation. -

VII. Threat Assessment by IUCN -

Field observatu)ns will be mtegra‘ted with land—use change data and g

supplements from state forest - departments to evaluate habitat
degradanon, invasive species spread, tourism, and plantatlon
encroachment. This data vﬁll be analyzed prior to applying the IUCN
‘Categories and Criteﬁa, which require assessing the species againsf a11
five eriteria-(A—_E) and assigning the category.reﬂecting-.the- highest
level of ektinction riskl met. T nese categoﬁes range' from Vulnerable,
(VU) to Endangered (EN) and Critically Endangered (CR) above the
lower- r1sk Near Threatened (NT) and Least Concern (LC) 1evels

The five criteria include: A: Population reductlon (past or pIOJectedj;

B: Restricted geographic range with decline or fluctuation; C:'Small' |

population size and decline; D: Very small or restricted population;

E: Qnantitative extinction risk analysis

Data management will be handled via the Species Information Service -

(SIS). To support Criterion B and parts of Criterion A, GeoCAT

(Geospatial Conservation Assessment Tool) will be used to

calculate Extent of Occurrence (EOO) and Area of 'Occupancy

(AOO) from georeferenced points. This tool allows for the filtering of

dubious records and the. execution of one-click ‘analyses using the

IUCN—recommended 2 km grid for AOO. These exported metrics will

™~ .
E "“\b’e (:1ted in the ﬁnal assessment which must be reviewed by a Red List

18
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To charactenze the hab1tat and describe the niche of each conﬁrmed :
'populatlon the followrng protocol will be 1mplemented |

Habztat Profiling - and . Envzronmental - Documentation: A

: ‘-cornprehenswe habltat proﬁle will be developed for the specres across HS

1ts range by reoordmg assoc1ated vegetatlon types—such as montane
' grasslands shola edges and rocky slopes—alongs1de soil data slope_ |

orientation, and mrcro-cl1mat1c Varlables; Additionally, the team will -
_ _'doourrlent distirbance indicators at each site,t_o assessl environmental

health and pressures. | .

.Altztudmal and Clzmatzc Analyszs ‘The. study will sumrnarrze the
) -spec:1es altitudinal and clrmattc dlstrrbutmns foousmg on the cool

Afoggy, hrgh—altrtude belts dormnated by shola—grassland mosaics. This ‘

analysrs w1ll define the environmental parameters and habitat
' requuements crrtrcal to the taxon’s - survrval throughout 1ts natural

range.

11.  That the Botanical Survey of India has proposed a scientifically
,jugtiﬁed six-month execution plan for oompletion of the entire exercise

during the year 2026. As per the proposed timeline:

(a) Months 1—2 L1terature review, herbanum consultatlon collatron of

hrstorrcal records and finalization of samplrng framework

(b) Months 2-4: Extensive field surveys across identified habitats,
: i_ncludirlg transect _a.nd quadrat _s'ampling, GPS mappmg and habitat

- assessment;
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(d) Months 5-6: 'Appli'cation of TUCN criteria, computation of EOO |

| andr'A(')O,' final threat assessment and preparation of reassessment ‘

report for review by competent Red List Authority.

12. That the six-month timeline proposed by BSI is realistic and neéessary ‘_ |
- considering the biological characteristics and mass-flowering cycle of

Neelakurunji and fhe'écolbgicél complexity of its habitat. .

13. That the Respondent Ministry respectfuliy submits that the scientific
- methodology and timeline placed on record fully comply with the directions
of this Hon’ble Tribunal and demonstrate the bona fide commitnient of the

Government of India towards evidence-based conservation.

14. That, the answefing respondent reserves the right to file additional
information before the Hon’ble Tribunal, if required till Pehdente-‘lite.

. \ | |
15. That, in view of the aforementioned facts and circumstances, this
Hon’ble Tribunal -mayr kindly be pleased to pass appropriate |
order(s)/directions as the Honl’ble Tribunal may deem fit and proper in the

interest of justice.

16. That this affidavit is filed bona fide and in the interest of justice.

- DEPONENT
(1‘—:5—&&\# ZT)

(CHIRANJIB MRIDHA)

Il
Mio Environm al“,! Olesl and Climate Cha 1ge

AT AT, i
. Govt. of India, New Delhi

arme wha/Under Secretary. -
7 uRas=
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VERIFICATION

L, the above-named deponent, do hereby venfy that the contents of paragraphs 1

: | to 16 are true and correct to my knowledge and belief as. per the avarlable record

and_ nothlng m_aterlal - has been B concealed - therefrom.

Verified at New Delhi on this _ day&fg J AN

DEPONENT
i s ALt
(CHI(RANJl?erN‘ISF:éggs) ‘
wffm/Un

s Change’
Mlo Emnmnmanl Forest argghmale g .

TP - i : T
b ﬁ?-".".i;%r\"jb : = ] b Govt. of. Inclia New Delhi
A eCiY -;;."“Ge : :
aang v piese!
oG M 1
e el ™
3
mg g 3

',uolcmni:r affirmed befcrp me, e
- swer & explaized to th#/ deponent

P JAN 20
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BREDEIY mo@;,eoag

Lol co08 muomumm £05201660100W) eenDOW
DAl KERALA STATE BIODIVERSITY BOARD

A statutory and autenomous body, Government of Kerala -

- NoI387302025 - - .. - Date:14-102025

‘The Advisor (Law), .-
National BIOdIVEFSIt\/ Authority,
"TICEL Bio Park, 5th Floor '
C_SIR Road, Taramani,

Chennai- 600 113.

Sir
- Sub:- 'Clariﬁcation regarding the declaration of the species “Neelakurinji” (Strobz‘lantkés ;
: : kunthzana) asa threatened species in the State of Kerala — Reg. :

Ref:- Your letter No NBA/Law Gem’28/45/ 17/25-26 dated 23.09. 2025

" This is in reference to the subject and the referred letter from the National Blodrversny
Authority, seeking clarification and inputs from the Kerala State Biodiversity Board (KSBB) in
. the context of 0.A No. 1071/2024 before the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal (NGT).

We hereby submit the followrng p01nt-w1se clanﬁeatron for your consideration:
S Regardmg Proposal to MoEF&CC for Strobzlanthes kunthmna ‘ \

The Kerala State Blodrvers1ty Board clarifies that as of thrs date no standalone formal proposal
has been sent by the State Government of Kerala to the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF&CC) for officially nonfymg Neelakurinji (Strobzlanthes kunthzana) as a
: threatened species under the relevant provisions of the BD Act. :

2: Recogmtlon of Conservatmn Status

‘The Board recognizes and acknowledges the recent (2024) global assessment of Strobilanthes

- kunthiana as "Vulnerable" on the TUCN Red List of Threatened Species. The Board is fully aware
of the threats to the species, including - habitat. loss, fragmentation, invasive species, and
unregulated tourism, as detalled in the attached scientific note. '

3._Conservat10n Measures Undertaken. | i
‘The Kerala State Biediversity Board, in cdllaboratiOn with the Kerala Forest Departrnent and

other agencies, has initiated several conservation measures, including:

e Activation of 'Biodiv—ersity Management 'Committees (BMCs): BMCS which are
de31gnated as "Environmental Watch Groups" as per G.O. (P) No. 04/13/Envt., dated
May 13, 2013, have been drrected to monitor and report on the status of Neelakurinji

Annexure 1
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habitats, particularly outsu:Ie protected forest areas.
» Field Investigation: Following a news report in The Hindu on September 13, 2024,
* regarding the destruction of Neelakurinji plants in the Chokramudi Hills, Idukki, the
- KSBB directed the local BMC to investigate. A field visit was conducted by the
- BMC supported by a technical team on September 23, 2024, and a d,étailéd report
(Letter No. A5-1896/2024 dated October 10, 2024) has been submitted.
. Ongoing Monitoring and Awareness: Efforts are ongoing to monitor key
populations and raise awareness among local communities and stakeholders about
the ecological and cultural significance of the spécies.

_ 4. Systematic Process for Official Notification of Threatened Species:

The Board wishes to highlight a significant, ongoing initiative that directly addresses the core -
of this matter. KSBB has initiated an action to update the species notified under Section 38 of the
Biological Diversity Act. This has been incorporated in KSBB’s 2025-26 Plan proposal, for
which the State Government has accorded administrative sanction. As part of this sanctioned
programme, 2 CAMP (Conservation Assessment and Management Prioritization) workshop will
be conducted during the current year with national and regional experts. Using” standardised
criteria and Kerala-specific evidence, threatened species of the State will be assessed at local
level. Recommendations arising from this CAMP exercise will be compiled and transmitted to
MoEF&CC for updating the list of species under Section 38. Importantly, Strobilanthes
kunthiana will also be taken up in this CAMP assessment for Kerala, and its State-specific status,
threats and management recommendations will be finalised within the same workflow, ensuring
that any proposal to MoEF&CC is evidence-based and consistent with national procedures.

Yours faithfully,

Signed by
V Balakrishnan
Date: 14-10-2025 19:18:22

Dr. N Anil Kumar

Kailasam, T.C. 24/3219, No. 43, Belhaven Gardens, Kowdiar P.0O., Thiruvananthapuram — 695 003,
Phone : 0471- 2724740, Email: km]ablodlvemlw@m_1l com, kerala.sbb@kerala.gov.in. Websttewwwkeralabmdwersﬂ‘y org

M\W/
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Bison Valley Gram Panchayat Office
ISO 9001:2015 Certified

Idukki  District, Pottankadu, Pin-685565, . Phone: 04865 -265264, Email: -
pottankadu@@gmail.com i 4k '

No. A5-1896/2024 = | N 1 Date : 07/10/2024 .

Secretary
Bison Valley Grama Panchayat
Rcc1plent

Hon. Member Secretary

Kerala State Biodiversity Board .

Kavadiar P.O., Thiruvananthapuram
Sir,
Silbject Bison Valley Grama Panchayat Biodiversity Management Committee - Regarding |
the visit to Chokramudi and submission of the report.

‘Reference:- Your letter No. KSBB/ 203/2024- TA(WS) dated 23.09. 2024

Your attention is drawn to the above subject and indication. Following a complaint that
Neela Kurinji is being destroyed extensively as part of the construction work carried out in the
lower reaches of Chokramudi in Ward 5 of Bison Valley Grama Panchayat, the meeting of the
Biodiversity Management Committee of Bison Valley Grama Panchayat was held on Saturday,
05/10/2024 at 11.00 am at the Bison Valley Grama Panchayat Conference Hall and as per the
decision of the meeting, the BMC members visited the T area. During the inspection, it was _
found that the T area is rich in biodiversity and plants including Neela Kurinji are located in
the T area. As part of the construction work carried out at the T area, trees have been cut down,
soil has been removed ﬁcross the watercourse to build a pond and a road has been constructed.
In order to obtain a penmt for the construction of a building for residential purposes at the T
area, Mr. Sibi Joseph, Kaippanplakkal, Mrs. The application submitted by Sini Sibi and
Kaipanplakkal to the Bison Valley Gram Panchayat has been rejected as per the reply letter of
the Village Officer Bison Valley, the order of the District Disaster Management Authority,
Idukki, and the report of the Mining and Geology Department. The above information is
submitted for your information and further action.

_ Faithfully
-sd- ‘ -sd-
President ~ Secretary
Bison Valley Gram Panchayat Bison Valley Gram Panchayat

Phone: 9496045016

BISONVALLEY GRAMA PANCHAYAT, POTIANKADU PO, IDUKKIJ 6855565

_-___________,./\
(True Translated Copy)



T - _ _
TAMIL NADU BIODIVERSITY BOARD Annexure’zﬁ

] (A statutory. autonomous & rcouiatorv body of the Gov emment of Tamil Nadu)

: ',;;o '“‘f_:_: ;\'éz»’\_\_ M;ta Baner_]ee, IPS ‘ ! - 'TBCs‘PCampus, Il Floor :
s §f§ Principal Chief Conservator Of Velachery-Tanibaram Main Road

.:' Forests & Member Secretary Nanmangalam, Medavakkam Post
) ' : : ~ Y . -Chennai-600 100. Tamaﬁ\adu
Tel: 044-22782730

"Email: secv.tnbh i, oov.in

. Website: http//www. tnbb:tn.gov.in :

Ref I\o "lI\BBfSci’?/ZOZRIBl Dated: 22 10.2025

4o
.- The Member Secretar} s :
° National Biodiversity Authority,
. Chennai -600 113.
Sir,“_ - . o S
. Sub:  TNBB- Seeking clarification in respect of declaring the species “Neelakurinji” as a
. threatcncd spemcs officially-in the State of Kerala & Tamil Nadu - reg:
'R_éf:- Let“fa} Advisor, NBA Lr. No: NBA/Law Genf’>8’45fl7 25 26 dated 23 09 2025

ﬂ*#*x*

1 w:sh 1o 1nf0rm that thh reference to the letter cxted above v«herem it was requested to

- furmsh the mputs of the Tamil Nadu Biodiv ersity Board on the conservation measures undertaken to

protect the threazened species Neehkurm}l (‘Sfrobz!amhes‘ kzmz‘}zzaﬁa) in ”famll Nadu, the steps taken
o noufy thxs speczes as. theatcncd and any pr()posal sent or recened I wish to inform that-

Neelakurmp spec1es .Srrnbr!amhes szthzana 1s an endemxc species with most population in the upper .

- reaches of the Westem Ghats maximum being in the I\ilgms district. As per Indian State of Forest

"._;Report (ISFR) 207; 1706 89 l\m is forest cover which is 66 55% of Survey of India (Sol). Mamr'

. parts ot areas where the specaes is largely dzsmb‘uted falls within P#otecied Areas in Tamil Nadu

*_'such as Mukurthl Nauonal Park Kodaikanal Wsldhfe Sanctuarv Palani Hills and the Anamalai Tiger
. :;'Reserve whxch ensures its protccuon under the W 1¥dht~ (Pretectxon) Act 197” "Iherefore no threat
.' = 1o the specxes has been reported from Tamil Nadu sofar
' Further I w1sh to inform that no formal proposa! has been sent by the Gov ernment of Tamil
' Nadu based on the rg,commendanon of Tamsl Nadu Biodiv ersm Board ‘ to thc Ministry of
AEnvxronment Forest and Cl 1mate Chanoe ( MOEF&CL) for ofﬁmalh }]Otlf\ ing Neelakurinji
'-(Sfrobzlanth,e.s’_ kunthiana) as a ‘threa{ened.spec;es unde; the relevant prcms:on of the BD Act since
the 23 species of plants nc;tiﬁéd under Section 38 of BDA, 2002 are the vergg of extinction and no
. proposal has been received with respect to S. kunthiana bx ‘Tamil Nadu Biodivers'itv'Béard in'fhis
regard. The specres is alread} listed Lmder Qchedu!n Tl (‘;pemﬁed plants) ofthe wildlife (Prmectmn)

, Ambndment Act. 20”2 i
_ Yours faithfully
Sd/--Mita Banerjee, _
"PCCF & Member Secretary
Tamll Nadu Bi thrSIT},Buafd

_/LéilOf - _ :
2 ' = for gﬁn‘erinte ent .
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