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. BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN.TRIBUNAL 

PRINCJPAi BENCH,-NEW-DELHI 
. IN 

. . 

Origin~) Application No. 1071/2024 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

News item titled · as . "Neelkurinji · be~omes ··a · threatened spe"cie~~ _officially" 
. •. appearing in .the Bitidu dated IO~Q-8.2024.be_fore NGT (PB), New Delhi. 

. . . . 

ADDITIONAL COUNTER AFFIDAVIT ·ON . BEHALF . OF •. THE 
MJNISTRY·OF ENVIRONMENT,:FOREST AND .CLIMATE .CHANGE • 

. . . . . . . 

(RESPONDENT NO . .- 3) AND THE BOTANICAL SURVEY OF INDIA 
(RESPONDENT NO. 1) . · • 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: 

I, Chiranjib Mridha, son· or Krishnapada Mridha, . aged about 43 years, 

currently working• as · Under Se~retary in the Ministry of Environment, Fo~est &. 
• . . . . . . . . 

· Climate-Change· (hereinafter referred to as MoEFCC), do hereby ·solemnly affirm • . 
. . . ' . . . . . 

and state on oath as follows: \ 

L Th~t _the present Additiop.al Counter Affidavit is _being fiied in 

co~pliance with ·the dir~ctions of this Hon 'ble Tdbunal passed· on the last 
. ' 

• date of hearing, whereby this Respondent was directed to file an additional 

.affidavit ·de_tailing the scientific-process and _methodology proposed to be . 

undertaken for conducting a survey: of · Neelak:urunji _ (Strobilanthes . 

kunthiana): It was also d4"ected that commu0:icatiori received from Tamil 
. . . • . . . ' 

du Biodiversity Board ·and· Kerala State Biodiv_ersity. Board along with 

./ • ; 
I 
' I : 

j . 
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2. That 'in ob~dience to this Hon'ble Tribunal's directions, . it is 

submitted that after"the registration of this sou moto matter, the respondeD,t 

no~ 3 sought inputs from the National Biodiversity Authority regarding the · 

potential declaration of Neelakurinji (Strobilanthes_ k:unthiana) as .a 
. . 

threatened species under the Biological Diversity Act, 2002. The NBA also 
. . . . . ' 

sought clarification from the Kerala and Tamil Nadu State Biodiversity 

•• Boards. NBA forwarded the letters of the State Biodive~sity Boards, wherein 

the Kerala State Biodiversity Board (KSBB) confirmed that no formal . . . . 
. . 

proposal has been submitted to . the ~inistry for the declaration, though 

• ongoing conservation efforts are in place. The Tamil Nadu · State 

. Biodiversity Board (TNSBB) noted that Neelakurinji is .already protected 

under Schedule III of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, .2922, and no further 

• notification is required.· Based on the inputs from both State Biodiversity, 

Boards,· it . appears there is • currently no formal proposal to the Ministry 

regarding the declaration· of Neelakurinji as a threate~ed species under the 

Biological Di~ersity Act, 2002. The lett~rs from both Kerala and .Tamii 

Nadu State Biodiversity Boards are annexed as Annexure • 1 • & • 2 

respectively. \ 

2. That in compliance with the aforesaid · directions, this Respondent 

Ministry sought expert inputs from the Botanical Survey of India (BSI) i.e 

Respondent No. 2, a ·premier scientific organization under this Ministry, 

mandated to undertake floristic surveys, taxonomic research and assessment 

of plant diversity in the country. 

_ _j. That the Botanical Survey of India has submitted a detailed and 

~ ~ Pf:~hensive scientific Plan of Action for reassessment and revalidation· 

f~/ \t11\~~~~preat status of N~elak:urunji (Strobilanthes kunthiana), strictly -in 
\ 
<. ! (f• 0 7 . . ... : o ~ I , , 

, ;.- J• -; "2 ~ ~-: ? i ;-.._• I 

'%-~'?/ • • , \i>.w • 
~ / - \\Jv-
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accordance with .the IUCN Red List Categod~s-and ~riteria. ·rhe. said pl~ 

is proposed to be: ad9pteci in toto without any abridgement or dilution. • •. . . . ' . 

. . 4~ :rhat the survey on the re~assessment and ~e:-validation on _the threat status 

of(Strobilanthes kurithiana) will be .conducted by~ team.of investigators, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . 

•. the team will be constituted ofthe.foll~wing members:-. 

S.No . . Particulars · Designation 

1. Dr. S.S Hameed, Scientist ·p & Bea~ of Office, · Co-ordinator 

Botanical Survey of India, Southern Regional 

. . . Centre, Coimb~tore . . 

2. Dr. Sujana K~A., Scientist E, Botanical $urvey - Principal . . 
. . . . 

o(India, Southern Regional C_entre, Coimbatore • Investigator (Pl) . 

3 . • Dr. Basil Paul, Senio~ Preservation Assistant, Co-Investigator 

B·otanical . S~rvey of India, . Southern Regional (Co-PI) 
.. 

-· Centre, Coimbatore •. 

5. 
_- . - . • . . . . - - . . . . . i . . 
That the plan of _action. submitted by BS_I includes,- inter aha, the 

rationale of the study, shldy area and stratified sampling design across the . 
. . . 

Western . Gh8;ts, documentation of historical . and c~ent distribution· ~sing 

h~rbarium records and GPS-based field surveys, . quantitative population 
. . 

assessment through standardized transects and quadrats, detailed taxonomic • 

. verification incl_uding comparative_morphology and_mi~romorphology, grid-:- · 

based spatial mapping_ for computation _of Extent of Occurrence. (EOO) and 

Ar~a of Occupancy (AOO), threat assessm~nt under IUCN criteria and 

prehensive habitat characterization. 

R V. S!NGH 
.Advocate 

R eg:-i . ,-.,o.2282 ;_ • 
Commission • Rationale of the Stud :-

\ 

L=:xp :~e -:m . 
24 -10-2027 

• Po Are~-Oe !hi ~'?-3 _·. \' .... _,,,~ -~13/.· . • 
·~ ~-v · 

--. ... ..... 
'.I 
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. . . 

Strobilanthes kunthiana (Nees) -T. Anderson ex. Benth., popularly 

. -known as Neelakurinji, serves as a flagship species for. the Shola 

grasslands of the Western Ghats, a TJNEsco Wo~ld·Heritage Site -and 

global biodiversity • hotspot. Despite its - ecological and symbolic 

significance, the species was only officially evaluated on a global scale 
. . 

in 2024, resulting in a Vulnerable listing on the IUCN Red List of . 

Threatened Species.Its unique 12-year mass-flowering cy~le-while ~ 
. . 

biological marvel-· poses significant challenges for . population 

monitoring and environmental assessme~t, • often delaying critical 

conservation interventions. The survival of Neelakurinji is currently 

jeopardized by the systematic fragmentation of the montane grasslands. 

Habitat loss driven by the expansion of tea and softwood. plantatioris, • 
. . 

rapid urbanization; and infrastructure development is exacerbated by 

unregulated tourism during • blooming years. Furthermore, the - _ 

encroachment of 
. . 
mvas1ve non-native species, stich 

. . 

as Eucalyptus and Black Wattle, has severely degraded its native range 

by outcompeting the taxon for space and resources. 

\ 
Conservation efforts · are further ·complicated by taxonomic ambiguity 

within the Strobilanthes genus; similar mass-blooming patterns among 

related species often lead to misidentification; skewing population data: . 

Herewith BSI has proposed for a comprehensive re-evaluation of S. _ 

kunthiana, supported by rigorous taxonomic, distributional, and 

population studies. By refining our understanding of this taxon, they· 

are aiming to validate previ~us assessments and catalyze broader 

protection for the fragile ecosystems of the Western Ghats. - • 
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the· Western· .Ghats, typicaily-~anging from i,300 .to 2,400 meters .. Its 

distribution ~pans :seyer~l • "sky-island" · massifs, including · th~ 
. . • . • . • . . . . . 

·~amalai.:._Eravikuiam-High Ranges, . Nilgiri, • ·Palani, and . Baba .• 

Budangiri-Kudremukh, .. with. smaller _outliers ~ the . Shevaroy and 

Sa;ndur hills: To assess these· populations effectively,: a stratified· 

~arripling·_ appr~ach wil~ be . ~-mployed, utilizi.ng inou~t~in. ~ange~ as .. 
. . • . . . . 

primary strata. Secondary strata ·will be defined by elevation ban~s 

(1,300~1,600 ·m, ·l,60~1°,900. m, ~nd 1,900-2,200 ~) and l~d.,use 

types, such as intact grass.lands, . shola-grassland ~dges, and a~eas 
. . . . . . . . . 

fragmenteq by plantations. By .synthesizing· historical localities _from 

herb:arium records and · lit(?i-ature, • core grassland ·patches . will be 
. . . . . . 

identi:~.ed and clustered: Within these .clusters, representative sites will 

·be selected via _random_or .systematic sampling along accessible ridges 
. . . ' . . . . 

and plateaus to ensure_ d~ta integrity and avoid the bias associated with 
. . 

high-traffic tourist locations. 

m.·Documenta-tion· ofDistribution:-

Sp~cies distribution · -will be documented by ·:· ~ynthesizing· \ 
. . 

georeferenced data from· herbarium records, peer-reviewed literature, . . . . 

and • regional distribution notes across . Kerala,: Tamil'_ Nadu, and . . . . . 

. Karnataka, .including· the• isolated_ Eastern Ghats. The study team will . 

conduct field.a~sessments at histotlcal sites within four key-landsc·apes . 

i.e:, Anamalai.:...Eravikulam-High Ranges; Nilgiri arid Palani • Hills; . 

Baba, Budangiri, Kudremukh, an~ the Biligiri Ranganathaswamy 
. . . . . . . . . 

. Temple (BRT) hills and Agasthyamala ·and outlier Eastern Ghats 
. ...---::;:--.... . . . . . . . . . . 

O' Ar.;;' • · • • · 
~ . 

1 

. 'i" J,,, \ ranges, such as the Shevaroy Hills • (Y ercaud). Current QCGurrence, 

' * R=~~;,~]: '. • ~abilat health, and popuiation extent will be mapped alofig altitudinai 

•. l · ~fJiigi0 
/ 1J~sects (1,300--2,~00 ·!11) using·GPS and _high~resohition base. maps. _ 

• • \~~-O"~Duri.ng non-bloom _ years·, identifi.cati~n _ will rely on vegetative 
• ~~ . . • • • . . \· .-.J~· • • • 

... ·· · • ~7 • 
• I 
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char;:tcteristics and local -ecological knowledge. All records will be 

standardized by coordinates, altitude, date, and source reliability, with 

uncertain . data flagged for s~bsequent verification to ensure a robust 

updated assessment. . 

IV. Quantification of the Species:-. 

At_ each selected site, to assess the popul~tion, _ 1 ;ooo m x lO m belt • 
. . . 

transects will be laid along slopes or ridges, spanning the gradient from . 

intact grasslands to plantations or · degraded edges._ Within each· 

• transect, 5 m x 5 m quadrats will be established at 50 m: intervals to 

systematically record the presence of S. kunthiana," its density, arid 

percentage cover. Furthermqre, the • assessment "Yill docu_ment . 

associated vegetation and evaluate .environmental pressures, 

specifically tracking signs of fire, trampling, and the e_ncroachment of 

invasive species, with all field data tabulated for subsequent analysis. 

V. Identification tools including Micro Morpbology:-

To ensu\ precise species identification, the proposed study wiH be 

conducted in two phases focusing on taxonomic ver1fication and 

comparative analysis: 

Tax,onomic Verification and Characterization: The research team wiff 

begin by reviewing original descriptions and · regional revisions 

of Strobilanthes to confirm the accepted nomenclature, basionym, and 

diagnostic traits of S. kunthiana. A comprehensive suite of · 

morphological features will be extracted-including habit, leaf • 

~ venation, spike structure, and detailed floral anatomy ( calyx lobiilg, 

,~ ~~en insertion, , and seed charaCteristics ~a!Ongside , documented 
)... I - ~ © . - '" D ·•· ,, '· ' •• • • . 

(
er( 1\}l~~q. \ft~_~\weringcycles. To capture·· morphological variation across its entire 
4'. (.() . , - , -;:~.,,.- i 1~ 1 . v-: j _i ~36c\4 ,~~ ge, researchers will examine type material and authentic-specimens 
\ --:i a: et cil • 

. ~ · ~ 
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at major her.baria, I_ncluding CAL (KcHk~ta), MH (Coimbatore), KF:RI; 

and.Kew (K). • . 

Comparative .Analysis and . Micromorphology: ·Key · di~gnostic • • 

. charac:ters will be recorded on standardized s~orecards_, complemented 
- . . . 

by . scaled photography of critical structures . . To . resolve potential· 
. . . . . . . . 

misidentifications, ·s._ kunthiana will be compared against ~ympatric or 
. . . . 

.historically confused "kurinji" species .using published comparativ~ 

: tables and detailed floral.dissections·.-In cases where gross morphol_ogy 

overlaps with allie.d taxa, the team· will employ advanced -techniques, • 
. . . . 

such as Scanning.El~ctr~n Microscopy (SEM} f~r. pollen.and seed coat 

•microm<;>rphology, • as \1/ell as anatomical sectioning~ to . provide 

definitive taxonomic _clarity. 

VL Distribution in a grid:-

• • To establish a robust spatial fra~ework for. the asse_ssment, the study 

will utilize the following Grid-Based Distribution Mapping protocoL • 
. . . 

Spatial- Documentation and .Replication:· GPS coordinates will be 

re~orded for every transect and quadrat_ to • ensure · precise . geo­

refer~ncing. To_ capture· ecological variability within each mountain· 

block," the .team will conduct 3-5 replicate transects per elevation and . 

land-use stratum. T h~se field data . will be integrated . with high-

. resolution satellite • imagery to accurately · map habitat extent and 

quantify the degree of fragmentation across the· landscap·e. · 

. Mapping and IUCN Metrics: All sampled s.ites_will_ be overlaid _onto 

. • existip.g o~currence maps to verify compreherisive • coverage across 

. /§9~ \_ major blcicks and elevation bands; any Uilsurve)'ed clusters of suitable 

( /,{sf ~J!: \ J habitat will be flagged for future investigation . . This consolidated point 

(\ • 2~r:j;I'.:.;;'5~~n 'ii< layer will serve as the primary dataset for calculating the Extent of 
· 4 · 10--2027 . • • • . 
0 A-.rea-Da'hi • • 
\{)ri • • •

0
,"(: O~currence (EOO) and Area of Occupancy (AOO). These calculations 

- OF i~ ~-
· - . - ~ -

. • . 

~ -- . 

• \ 
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. . . • 

will strictly adhere to the IUCN.2x2 kin grid approach, ensuring that 
. . . . 

the sampling spans the species' full natural range for an accurate status • 

re-evaluation. • 

VII. Threat Assessment by IUCN:~ 

Field observations will be integrated with land-use ~hange data and . 

supplements from state forest • departments . to evaluate habitat 

degradation, invasive species spread, tourism, and p_1antation . 

encroachment. This data will be analyzed prior to applying the IUCN 

Categories and Criteria, which require assessing·. the species against all 

five criteria (A-:-E) .and _ assigning the category reflecting the highest 

level of extinctio:r:i risk met. These categories range · from Vulnerable _ 

(VU) to Endangered (EN) and Critically Endangered (CR), above the 

lower-risk Near Threatened (NT) a~d Least Concern (LC) levels.· 

The _ five criteria include: _ A: Population reduction (past or projected); 

B: Restricted geographic range with decline or 'fluctuation; C: Small . • 
. . . . • . • . • 

\ • population size and decline; D: Very small ot restricted population; 

E: Quantitative extinction risk analysis 

Data management will be handled via the Species Information Service • 

(SIS). To support Criterion B and parts of Criterion • A,· GeoCAT . 

(Geospatial Conservation Assessment Tool) will - be used • to _ 

calculate Extent of Occurrence (EOO) and Area of • Occupancy· 

_ (AOO) from georeferenced points .. This tool allows for the filtering of 

dubious_ records and the -execution of one.:click _·analyses using the 

• • - lUCN-recommended 2 km grid for AOO. These exported metrics ·will 

_/4: - ~~j~ed in the final assessment, which must be reviewed by a RedList • 
·~ • ~ - ,:/~B .. 2 r,~f~~\t~\ . • •• . • ·. • · _ . . . • to:: 'i'\'/ ::;f ~.~ 11fi;iflt_1ty (RLA) before. pubhcat10n by the IUCN Red List Umt. 

;<i ~;:J,·7!: -~,,') ,:b - 1Y~ • 
' \ t.i: >,: :.:~~ 1· ·i \\-'' . ·o ~ ..... _," . t- . . . . . 

_ \0:\ ~~ ~;:3•J.1~ abitat Characterization and Niche Descri tion:-
. \~'1-~c,;:·, 

. ~ -. . 
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•. 

. To characterize the.habitat· and describe the niche of each confirmed . 

• population, the following .protocol will b_e i.n;iplemented: 

Habitat Profiling . • and . Environmental · Documentation: A . 

• • · ·comp.reherisive habitat profile will be developed for the species across 

its range by rec~rding associated vegetation types-· such as montarie 
• . . . . . . . . 

gras~lands, shola· edges, ancl rocky slopes-alongside soil data, slop~ 
. . 

orientation, and micro-cii.mati~ variables.- Additionally, _the team· will 
. . . 

·document disturbance indicators at each site .to assess environmental 

health and pressures . 

. Altitudinal . and Climatic Analysis: The . study will summarize the 

. species' altitudinal and: climatic distributions, _focusing on the cool; 

foggy, high-altitude belts _dominated by shola...a..grassiand mosaics. This 

analysis will define the . environmental parameters . and habitat 
. . 

requirements critical to the taxon' s . survi_val throughout . its natural 

.range. 

1 L That the -Botanical ·survey of Iridia· has proposed .a scientifically 

. ju~ified six~rnonth ·execution ;lan for completion of the entire exercise 

during the year 2026. As per the proposed tiinelirie: 

(a) Months 1-:-2: Literature review, herbarium consultation, collation of 

historical records and finalization <?f s·ampling framework; 

. . 

(b) Months 2-4: Exteni;iv~ field surveys across identified habitats, 
. . . 

• including transect and . quadrat sampling, GPS mapping· and habitat 

. assessment; 

. . 

SEM_analysis wherever required and data compilation; 

.• ~ ·.·. 
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(d) Months 5---6: ·Application of IUCN ·criter_ia, computation of EOO 

and AOO, final threat · assessment and preparation .of re~ssessment • 

report for review.by competent Red List Authority. 

12_. That the six-month timeline proposed by BSI is realistic and necessary 

. considering the biological characteristics and mass-flowering cycle of 

Neelakurunji and the.ecological complexity of its habitat. 

13. That the Respondent Ministry respectfuliy submits that the · scientific 

methodology and timeline placed on record fully _comply with the directions· 

of this Hon'ble Tribunal and aemonstrate the bona fide commitment of the 

Government of India towards evidence-based conservation. 

. . 

14. That, the answering respondent reserves the right to file additional 

information before the Hon 'ble Tribunal, if required till Pendente.:.fite. 

\ 
15. That, in view of the -aforementioned facts and circumstances, this 

Hon'ble Tribunal may kindly be pleased to pass appropriate 

order(s)/directions as the Hon'ble Tribunal may deem fit and proper in the 

interest of justice. 

. . 

16. That this affidavit is filed bona fide and in the interest of justice. 

DEPONENT 
• (~<i.:..Vl21' ~m) . 
(CHIRANJIB MRIDHA) 
~ ~/Under Secre ta_r y . • 

~ - 'IA~~~-....m:J'l 
Mio Environment.Forest and Climate Change . 

• ~~-~~ 
· Govt . of India , N e w D elh i 
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VERIFICATION 

I,. the above-:named -deponent, do· hereby verify .that the contents of paragraphs I 

to 16 are ·true and ·correct to my knowledge and belfof as. per the available record 
. . . . . . . 

. . 

and · nothing • material • has _been concealed · therefrom. 

Verified at New Delhi on this_· _ dayJ fS JAN·~ 

\ 
• ~ole:mnl'J affirmed bd 
-.~r & ·explained to tb 

.l(etar,PU 

DEPONENT 
(Ra<i....fta- ~) 

( HIRANJIB MRIDHA) 
~ ~.(Under Secrets.Ty • 

. 'l1lm"I 1PI ~ -~ ~ -.,-.rn!tl_ 
t.1/o En~ronment,Forest and Clim~e~ng~ 
~~- ~ • 

Govt. of. lridla, New Delhi 
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-Annexure -1 

. _ 8~~ 1210@~ • _ . _ 

_ lc9Jtai _OlJQcrtlJ))(l) 6)QflllnJ6l6>0lnftWJ ~QlJ)(f)ruf 

KERALA STATE BlODIVERSITY BOARD_ 
Asiatutocy and aatonomoas body. eo."·,mmeat of Ktniia 

No.1/38730i2045 

·The Advisor (law), . . -
Nationa.l Biodiversity Authority, 

. TICEl Bio Park,· Sth Fioor, • 
CSIR Road, Taramani, • 
Chennai:. 600 113: 

Sir 

bate: 14-10-2025 

· Sub:- :clarific_ation regarding the declaration· of the species "Neelakurinji" (Strobilanthes 
kun"thiana) as a threatened species in the State of.Kerala·-Reg. 

Ref:- Your letter No. NBA/Law Gen/28/45i1"7i25-26 dated 23.09.2025 . . 

This is in reference to the subject and the referred lett~r from ·the National Biodiversity 
Authority, s·eeking clarification and inputs from the Kerala State Biodiversity Board (KSBB) in 
the c·ontext ofO.A No. 1071/~024 before the Hon'ble.National Green Tribunal (NGT). 

We hereby submit the following point-~ise clarification for your consideration·: -

• 1. Regarding Proposal to MoEF&CC for .Stro.bilanthes kunthian~: \ 

The Kerala State Biodiversity Board clarifies that, as of this date,· no stanqa_lone formal proposal 
has been sent by the State Government of Kerala to the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEF&CC) for officially riotifying Neelakurinji (Strobilanthes kunthiana) as a 

. • threatened species under the relevant provisions of the BD Act. 

2. Recognition of Conservation Status: 

• The Board recognizes and acknowledges the re~ent (2024) global assessment of Sfrobilanthes 
kuntluana as '_'Vulnerable" on the IDCN Red List of Threatened Species. The Board i_s fully. aware 
of the. threats to the species, •including -habitat_ loss, fragmentation, invasive spedes~ and 
unregulated tourism, ·as detailed in the attached s_cientific note. 

. . 

3. Conservation Measures Undertaken: 

• The Kerala State Bio.diversity Board, i.ti collaboration with the !<,era.la _Forest Departni~nt and 
other agencies, has initiated several conservation measures, -inchiding: • 

• • Activation·ofBiodiversity Management Committees ~MCs): BMCs, which are _ 

designated as."Environmental Watch Groups". as pe~ G,O. (P) No.-04/13/Envt., dated 

May 13, 201\ have·been •directed· to monitor and report on the status ofNeelak:urinji 
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habitats, particularly outside protected forest areas. 

• Field Investigation: Following a news report in The Hindu on September 13, 2024, 

regarding the destruction ofl'Jeelakurinji plants in the Chokramudi Hills, Idukki, the . . . ' 

KSBB directed the local BMC to investigate. A field visit was conducted by the · 

• BMC supported by a technical team on September 23, 2024, and a detailed report 

(Letter No. AS-1896/2024 dated October 10, 2024) has been submitted . 

.• Ongoing Monitoring and Awareness: Efforts are ongoing to monitor_key 

populations and raise awareness among local communities and stakeholders about 

the ecological and cultural significance of the species. 

4. Systematic Proces~ for Official Notification of Threatened Species: 

The Board wishes to highlight a significant, ongoing initiative that directly addresses the core 
of this inatter. KSBB has initiated an action to update the species notified under Section 38 of the 
Biological Diversity Act This has been incorporated in. KSBB's 2025-26 Plan proposal, for 
which the State Government has accorded administrative sanction. As part of this sanctioned 
programme, a CAMP (Conservation Assessment and Management Prioritization) workshop will 
be conducted during the _current year with national and -regional experts. Using· standardised 
criteria and Kerala-specific evidence, threatened species of the State will be assessed at local 
level. Recommendations arising from this CAMP exercise will be compiled and transmitted to 
MoEF&CC for updating the list of species under Section 38.' Importantly, Strobilanthes 
kunthiana will also be taken up in this CAMP assessment for Kerala, and its State~specific status, 
threats and management recommendations will be finalised within the same workflow, ensuring 
that any proposal to MoEF&CC is evidence-based and consistent with national procedures. 

Yours faithfully, 

\ 
Signed by • Dr. N Anil Kumar 
V Balakrishnan 
Date: 14-10-202519:18:22 

Kailasam, T.C. 24/3219, No. 43, Belhaven Gardens, Kowdiar P.O., Thiruvananthapuram - 695 003, 
Phone : 0471 - 2724740, Email: keralabiodiversit a ail.corn kerala.sbb@kerala.gov.in.Website:www.keralabiodiversity.org 
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Bison Valley Gram Panchayat Office 
ISO 9001:2015 Certified 

Idukki District, Pottankadu, Pin-685565, Phone: 
pottankadu(cugmai I .corn 

No. AS- 1896/2024 

Secretary 
Biso'n Valley Grama Panchayat 

Recipient 

Sir, 

Hon. Member Secretary • 
Kerala State Biodiversity Board . 
Kavadiar P.O., Thiruvananthapuram 

04865 • . 265264, • Email: 

Date: 07/10/2024 . 

Subject:- Bison Valley Grama Panchayat Biodiversity Management Committee - Regarding 
the visit to Chokramudi and submission of the report. 
·Reference:- Your letter No. KSBB/ 203/2024- TA(WS) dated 23.09.2024. 

Your attention is drawn to the above subject and indication. Following a complaint that_ 
N_eela Kurinji _is being destroyed extensively as part of the construction wor~ carried out in the 
lower reaches of Chokramudi in Ward 5 of Bison Valley Grama Panchayat,. t~e meeting of the 
Biodiversity Management Committee of Bison ValleyGrama Panchayat was held on Saturday, 
05/10/2024 at 11.00 am at the Bison Valley Grama Panchayat Conference Ha11 and as per the 
dedsion of the meeting, the BMC members visited the T area. Dudng.the inspection, it was 
found that the T area is rich in biodiversity and plants including Neela Kurinji are located in 
the T area. As part of the construction work carried out at the T area, trees have been cut down, 
soil has been removed ~cross the watercourse to build a po~d and a road has been constructed. . . . . . 
In order to obtain a permit for the construction of a building for residential purposes at the T 
area, Mr. Sibi Joseph, Kaippanplakkal, Mrs. The application submitted by Sini Sibi and 
Kaipa~plakkal to the Bison Valley Gram Panchayat has been rejected as per the reply letter of 
the Village Officer Bison Valley, the order of the District Disaster Management Authority, 
lduk.ki, and the report of the Mining and Ge~logy Department. The above . information i; 
submitted for your information and further action. 

-sd­
President 
Bison Valley Grain Panchayat 
Phone:9496045016 

Faithfully 

-sd­
Secretary 

Bis.on Valley Gram Panchayat 

BISONV ALLEY GRAMA PANC~ m.ADU PO, IDUKKI 6855565 

(True Translated Copy) 
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• TAMIL NADU -BIOD.IVERSITY BOARD Anne·xure· 2 .• . . . ' 

(A statutory,'autonomotis & regulatory body oft~e Govern~·ient o(Tamif Nadu) 

. [/::<:,."'-r 
0

~ r,;4'"< . ·l\,'lita Ban.erje~; IFS, • 'TBGP Campu~,-11 Floor . . 
(? • }) . Principal Chief Conse~ator of . Velacl)ery-Tarribararn Mai r-i Road 
\c, .f/ •· .. - ; Forests & .Member Secretarv •. Nanman_galarn, _Medavakkam Post 

=t'?;.::• • • • • • ·Chennai-600 100,.Tamil Nadu 
• Tel: 044-227827}0' T N B B • 

Email: se·cv.tnbb:7ftn.gov.in 
r.: !=:CC i ,:; 

. . .Website: http:/iwww.tnbb:tn.gov._in-

Ref No. TN:BB/847/2025/B1,.Dated: ·22.10.i025 
To, 
The Member Secretary, 
National Biodiversity Authority, . . 

C.hennai -600 _ 1 l J. 

Sii:, 
Sub: TNBB- Seeking clarification in respect of declaring the species ''Neelakurinji" as a 

threatened species officially-in the State of Kerala 8l Tamil Nadu - reg: 
. . . ' . . 

Ref: · Legal Advisor, NBA Lr. No: NBA/Law Gen/28/45/17125-.26, dated: 23.09.2025 
• . . . . . . 

****** 

I wish·to info;m that,.Vv'ith reference to the letter cited .above, wherein it \Vas reque?ied to 
• • • . -· 

furnjsh the inputs of the Tamil Nadu Biodiversity._Board .on the conse;vat.ion measures y.ndertaken to 

protect the -thre~tened species Neelakurinji (Strobile:.nthe.i k~nthiana) in. Tarni'i' Na.du, the steps taken 

. to · notify this species· as· threate_ned, and any proposal $ent or received, I . wish · to inform that. 

Nee~~urinji species Srrobilanthes k~nthiana is an _e;demic specie~ with rri.ost.population in the upper . 

· -r~_acbes. of the ~Vestem .Ghats maximum b.eing in the Nilgiris distr_ict As p~r Indian .St~te of Forest 

Report (ISFR) _2023; 1706 .. 89. kn12 is for~st co\'.er ·whi'ch i; 66.55% of Survey ·oflndia (Sol).· Major . 

'pa~s· of are.as .wheJe the speci~s is largely distribut~d, fall_s withill'·P~tected Ar~~s in Tar:nil Nadu . . . . 

• su~h a; Mukurthi National Park; Kodaikanal Wildlife.Sartctuary~ Palani Hills and the Anam~lai Tiger 

Re;erve which en.sures its protection under the WildJife (Protection) Act, 1972. Therefore. no threat . 

• io the spe~ies has been reported from Tam.ii Nadu so'far. . 

2. Further, I wish to inforin that no fonnal proposal has been sent by the Governmen_t ofTamil . 

• • • Nadu· based on the recommendation. of Tamil Nadti Biodiversity· Board · to _the Ministry of 
. . . . . . . . 

'Enyironment, • Forest and Climate Change _(MoEF&CC} • for officially 119tifying Neelakurinj_i 

(Strobilanthe:s kunthzanaj as a threatened species under the relevant provision of the BD Ac·t since 

the_ 23· species of plants notifi~d under Section· 38 of BDA, 2002 are the verg~ of'extinction and no 

proposal has been received with respect to' S. k~inthiana. by Tan~il Nadu Biodi vers.ity' Board in' this • 

regarq. The sp.eci~s is al~eady listed under_ Schedule'lll (specified plants) of the Wild'Iife (Protec_tion) 

· A:mendment Act, 2'022. 

_ /t._c •. b.o/ 

• Yo~irs· faithfully, 
Sd/-Mita Banerjee, 

• PCCF & Member Secretary. 
'famil Nadu Bi • ity. Board 

. . 

for oerin t . 
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